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OUR VISION
A community of thriving people 

OUR MISSION
North Kent Connect is a Christian organization 
committed to improving the lives of all people in 
northern Kent County by providing access to basic 
needs and promoting economic independence.
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WE NEED YOU!!! We’re almost there.
The “Building Connections” Capital Campaign to expand North Kent Connect — and the services we provide to our

 neighbors in northern Kent County — is in its final, public phase. Look inside to see how you can help us reach our goal...



Dear Friends,

When Maria walked through our doors seeking help, she said it was one of the 
hardest things she had ever done, but she needed to make a change. At North Kent 
Connect we hear that a lot. Our mission since 1973 has been to offer hope, and a 
better way of life, for thousands of neighbors like Maria.

As Christians, we believe that we are called to care for those in need with love 
and grace, and it’s at the heart of all we do. Offering families a one-stop resource 
to help them with food, clothing, empowerment classes, housing, and utility 
assistance continues to be our focus—but we have simply run out of space.

And so, the North Kent Connect Building Connections Capital Campaign began. 
This $2.9 million investment is the vision for the future of our community—bringing 
hope and opportunities to all who live in northern Kent County.

The 12,000-square-foot addition to our current facility will include:

A message from Michael & Claire...

Today, we ask you to be a part of this exciting expansion—one that will make a 
huge impact on the community you live in, now and for decades to come.

Because of the generosity of many, we have reached 91% of our goal, with only 
$258,000 left to raise. Will you help us close the gap?

As you consider a gift to the Building Connections campaign, please know that 
your contribution will do so much more than just expand our building. Your gift 
will help people like Maria, as well as bring our community together as one strong 
and powerful voice committed to addressing homelessness and fighting poverty in 
northern Kent County.

With gratitude,

Training and educational classrooms

Teaching kitchen

Office space for our community partners  
(West Michigan Works!, Arbor Circle, and more)

Market Pantry for fresh produce, meats, dairy

Larger retail store offering affordable items for all

A Family Promise Day Center offering hope and 
housing for homeless families

Claire Guisfredi
Executive Director

Michael Bohnsack
Board Chair

P.S. Construction is due to be completed in early 2021. Please call (616) 866-3478, email us at 
info@nkconnect.org or visit nkconnect.org for updates on our progress and to donate now if you can!
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PROJECT COMPLETION: 
(estimated)

February 

2021

CLOSING
THE GAP

Will you join us to help connect people to the resources they need to move forward? 
Prayerfully consider giving a gift of $250 or more. We will recognize all gifts of $250 and up on the Donor Wall. 

$258K
AMOUNT STILL NEEDED:

ADDITIONAL SQUARE FEET:

12,000

“Not only will the new North Kent Connect 
facility serve hundreds of individuals, it will 
also serve as the Family Promise Day Center 
space for families and children. This is what 
true collaboration looks like.”

~ Cheryl Schuch, CEO of  Family Promise of Grand Rapids  

Thank you for doing 
this important work with us.


